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Mr, Harley had been some time, with the greatest art
imaginable, carrying on an Intrigue to alter the Ministry,
and began with no less an enterprise than that of removing
the Lord Treasurer, and had nearly effected it, by the
help of Mrs. Masham, one of the Queen's dressers, who
was a great and growing favourite, of much industry and
insinuation. It went so far, that the Queen told Mr. St,
John a week ago, that she was resolved to part with
Lord Treasurer; and sent him with a letter to the Duke
of Marlborough, which she read to him, to that purpose;
and she gave St. John leave to tell it about the town,
which he did without any reserve; and Harley told a friend
of mine a week ago, that he was never safer in favour or
employment. On Sunday evening last, the Lord Treasurer
and Duke of Marlborough went out of the Council; and
Harley delivered a memorial to the Queen, relating to the
Emperor and the war. Upon which the Duke of Somerset
rose, and said, if her Majesty suffered that fellow (pointing
to Harley), to treat affairs of the war without advice of
the General, he could not serve her; and so left the
Council. The Earl of Pembroke, though In milder words,
spoke to the same purpose:1 so did most of the Lords:
and the next day the Queen was prevailed upon to turn
him out, though the seals were not delivered till yesterday.
It was likewise said, that Mrs. Masham is forbid the Court;
but this I have no assurance of. Seven Lords of the Whig
party are appointed to examine Gregg, who lies condemned

In Harley's Ministry with the title of Baron Mansell of Margen, were
followed by the resignation of St. John, who was Secretary at War.
James Brydges, who became the first Duke of Chandos, retained,
however, his office, that of Paymaster of the Forces, as did also
Thomas Coke, knight of the shire for Derbyshire, who has been some-
times confused with Thomas Coke, the first Earl of Leicester. With
the resignation of Sir Simon Harcourt, then Attorney-General, which
is announced at the end of this letter, Godolphin's Ministry, which
had been hitherto a composite one, was purged of any remnant of
Toryism, and the Masham plot came to a sudden end.

1 An Irish official, then in London, writes two days later: "Lord
Pembroke was one that could not serve her Majesty unless Harley
was removed; he is more wondered at than any of the rest of the
Lords, being one that was thought neuter; Harley" being a good
natured fellow wUl remember him when he comes into play again,
which it is believed will not be long for the elections will certainly be
more with the Tories than Whigs" (Departmental Correspondence
in P.R.O. of Ireland),retorts with a number, beginning
